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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CI TY CODE
CHAPTER 17 ( OFFENSES, M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS)
ARTI CLE Il (OFFENSES AGAI NST PUBLI C PEACE)

SECTI ON 17-21 MOTOR VEH CLE ALARMS

BE | T ORDAINED BY THE CI TY COUNCIL OF THE CI TY OF PORTLAND,
MAINE IN CITY COUNCI L ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS:

1. That Sections 17-21 of the Portland City Code is hereby
anmended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 17-21. Mdtor vehicle al arns.

(a) Prohibition. No registered owner of a notor vehicle
equi pped with an audi ble burglar alarmshall allow the alarmto
operate for nore than ten (10) aggregated mnutes in any sixty
(60) mnute period, unless the alarmwas triggered by a burglary
or attenpted burglary in which case the alarm shall operate for
no nore than twenty (20) aggregated mnutes in a sixty (60)

m nute period. |If the owner asserts that a burglary or
attenpted burglary activated the alarm the owner has the burden
of proving that assertion by clear and convi nci ng evi dence.

(b) The registered owner of a notor vehicle is responsible
for conpliance with this ordinance and for any fines, penalties,
fees and costs generated by non-conpliance, regardl ess of who
has custody or control of the vehicle at the tinme of non-
conpliance, unless at that time the vehicle was stolen and the
owner reported that theft to a | aw enforcenent agency w thin
twenty-four (24) hours of the violation of this ordinance.

(c) Penalties. After the first offense, a notice of the
violation shall be left on the vehicle in a conspicuous |ocation
or mailed to the registered owner at the owner’s |ast known
address. Notice shall be conplete upon placenent on the vehicle
or mailing. A subsequent violation of this ordinance shal
subj ect the regi stered ower of the notor vehicle to the
foll ow ng fines:

(1) Second offense within a 365 consecutive day period:
$50.
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(2) Third offense within a 365 consecutive day peri od:
$100.

(3) Fourth or any subsequent offense within a 365
consecutive day period: $300.
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