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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING: 
 DEFINITIONS §14-47 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN THE CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Chapter 14 of the Land Use Code (Definitions), §14-47 be amended as 

follows: 
 
 
Sec. 14-47. Definitions. 

The following words shall be defined as set forth below for use in this article. 
Definitions set forth in the building code of the city shall apply to words not herein 
defined: 
 
… 

Yard: A space on a lot which is required by this article to be maintained open, 
unoccupied and unobstructed between lot lines and any structure, except as permitted in 
this article. In determining the front, rear or side of any accessory building, the 
orientation of the principal building shall be controlling.  In measuring a yard, the 
building line shall be deemed to mean a line parallel to the lot line drawn through the 
point of a building or the point of a group of buildings nearest to such lot line.  This 
measurement shall be taken at right angles from the building to the nearest lot line. 
 

Yard, front: A yard adjoining the front lot line, extending between side lot lines, 
the depth of which shall be the shortest horizontal  distance between the front lot line and 
any structure. 
 

Yard, rear: A yard adjoining the rear lot line, extending between side lot lines, the 
depth of which shall be the shortest horizontal  distance between the rear lot line and any 
structure. 
 

Yard, side: A yard adjoining a side lot line extending from the front yard to the 
rear yard, the width of which shall be the shortest horizontal distance between the side lot 
line and any structure. 

 



This Amendment applies retroactively to yard measurements made 
under the Portland Land Use Code at any time after June 5, 1957, and 
applies notwithstanding any adverse order or decree. 
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