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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 12, (GARBAGE WASTES AND JUNK), ARTICLE II (GARBAGE 
AND SOLID WASTE REMOVAL/RECYCLING)  

RE:  DEFINITIONS, SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLABLE WASTE 
COLLECTION 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Chapter 12, section 16 of the Portland City Code 

is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Sec. 12-16. Definitions. 
 
 The following words and terms as used in this article 
shall have the meanings ascribed thereto, unless the 
context otherwise indicates: 
 
 Authorized collector shall mean employees or 
contractors of the public works authority or a private 
collector employed by the owner, occupant, agent or other 
person having custody of a building. 
 
 Building shall mean any structure or vessel, whether 
public or private, that is adapted to or used: for dwelling 
occupancy; for the transaction of business; for the 
rendering of professional services; amusement; the display, 
or sale or storage of goods, waste, merchandise, articles 
or equipment; for the performance of work or labor; for 
office buildings, stores, theatres, markets, restaurants, 
warehouses, grain processing factories, abattoirs, worship, 
garages, bakeries; or structures where domestic or other 
animals or fowl are kept; for sheds, barns, outbuildings, 
or other structures or premises used as accessory to any 
such use. 
 
 Bulky waste shall mean any items whose large size or 
weight precludes or complicates their handling by normal 
collection, processing or disposal methods, as further 
defined by the rules and regulations of the department of 



public works. 
 
 Commercial property shall mean any property upon which 
is situated a structure used for commercial or business 
purposes including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

(a) Apartment buildings containing 10 or more 
dwelling units; 

 
 (b) Hotels, restaurants, warehouses; 
 
 (c) Markets, bakeries, grocery stores, fruit stands; 
 
 (d) Manufacturing or industrial; and 
 
 (e) Business offices;  
 
 (f) Condominiums; 
 
  
 
 Occupant shall mean the person that has the use of or 
occupancy of any building or a portion thereof, whether the 
actual owner or tenant. In the case of vacant buildings or 
any vacant portion of a building, the owner, agent or other 
person having the custody of the building shall have the 
responsibility of an occupant of the building or portion 
thereof. 
 
 Owner shall mean the actual owner of the building, 
whether individual, partnership or corporation, or the 
agent of the building, or other person having custody of 
the building or to whom the rent is paid. 
 
 Public street shall mean a street formally accepted by 
the City Council or determined to be a City street by a 
court decision or other act of law. 
 
 Public works authority shall mean the department of 
public works. 
 
 Recyclable material shall mean paperboard, newspaper, 
glass, magazines, junk mail, cardboard, #2 natural plastic 
and aluminum cans and foil, and any additional material so 
designated by the department of public works. Recyclable 
material shall be considered waste material for purposes of 
this article. 
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 Residential properties shall mean any property upon 
which is situated a residential structure containing at 
least one (1) dwelling unit but not more than 9. 
 
 Solid waste shall mean ordinary household waste 
including, but not limited to, the following: Garbage, 
trash, rubbish, paper, plastics, metal cans, glass, 
crockery, cold ashes, and refuse. 
 
 Suitable container for material other than recyclable 
material and yard waste shall mean a plastic bag of fifteen 
(15) gallon or thirty (30) gallon size officially 
designated for that purpose by council order. The maximum 
weight of any bag shall not exceed thirty (30) pounds. Bags 
may be placed in watertight containers with handles, 
covered by a tight fitting cover free of sharp edges. 
 
 Suitable recycling containers for recyclable material 
shall mean the rectangular plastic bins distributed by the 
department of public works or containers designated by the 
City for receipt of recyclable material at designated 
recycling drop off locations. 
 
 Suitable yard waste containers for yard waste material 
shall mean a biodegradable plastic bad as designated by the 
Public Works Authority. 
 

Vermin shall mean any noxious offensive animals which 
shall include but not be limited to insect larvae, flies, 
bedbugs, roaches, fleas, lice, ants, wasps, beetles, mites, 
rats, bats, pigeons, starlings and other nuisance birds. 
 
 Yard Waste shall mean waste material consisting of 
leaves, grass or garden waste. 
 
 
Sec. 12-17. Solid Waste and Recyclable Waste Collection/ 
Service on Private Roads/Eligibility for other City Waste 
Disposal or Recycling Programs. 
 

(a) Solid waste and recyclable material will be 
collected by the city from residential properties. 
 

(b) Solid waste and recyclable material shall not be 
collected by the city from any commercial property except 
as provided in subparagraph (d) below. 

3 



 
(c) Solid waste and recyclable material shall not be 

collected by the city from any Planned Residential Urban 
Development (PRUD) project, or development which receives 
city site plan review and approval and such approval 
requires private solid waste collection, except as  
provided  in subparagraph (d) below. 

 
(d)  
 
(1) Residential units on privately owned roads. 

Effective January 1, 2007, solid waste and 
recyclable material may be collected by the City 
from  residential units on privately owned roads 
in apartment buildings, condominium buildings, 
buildings within Planned Residential Urban 
Development projects, or within developments 
which receive or have received city site plan or 
subdivision review and approval and such 
approval(s) require permanent private solid waste 
collection,  pursuant to a written agreement 
between all the unit owners or an owner’s 
association representing the unit owners and the 
City.  Such agreement shall  require at a minimum 
that solid waste and recyclable material  be 
placed in suitable containers and that the unit 
owners otherwise comply with all other applicable 
provisions of this Article.

 
(2) Residential units not previously receiving 

collection services on public roads.  Effective 
January 1, 2007 solid waste and recyclable 
material shall be collected by the City from 
residential units not previously receiving 
collection services on public roads in apartment 
buildings or condominium buildings that contain 
at least 10 but not more than 19 units, upon 
written notification to the public works 
authority by the property owner, or, in the case 
of condominiums, the condominium owners’ 
association, that the property owner or 
association wants the service. 

 
The City may provide the same services to 

residential units on public roads in apartment 
buildings, or condominium buildings with more than 19 
units, or projects containing more than 19 units, in 
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accordance with regulations promulgated by the public 
works authority. 
 
(3) Subparagraphs (1) and (2) above shall not apply 
to any residential units in any subdivision or other 
project in which roads have been or will be privately 
constructed or improved to serve the project with the 
intention that such roads shall become public roads 
until such time as the Council formally accepts the 
road. 
 
(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 

chapter or code a property owner must participate in the 
City’s solid waste disposal program in order to be eligible 
for other city waste disposal or recycling services or 
programs including but not limited to the City’s programs 
for recycling, large item pickup, hazardous waste disposal 
and any programs available at the Riverside Recycling 
Facility. 
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