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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
ARTICLE V. SUBDIVISION:  

§14-498 (b)(2) 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN THE CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
That Chapter 14 of the Land Use Code (Subdivision: Technical and design standards), 
§14-498 (b)(2) be amended as follows: 
 
 
(2) The proposed street layout shall be coordinated with the street system of the 
surrounding areas. All streets must provide for the continuation or appropriate projection 
of streets in surrounding areas and provide means of ingress and egress for surrounding 
acreage tracts 
 

When connecting streets within residential neighborhoods, new streets shall 
contribute to a neighborhood street system characterized by a network of interconnected 
streets, which minimizes through-traffic in residential neighborhoods.  The layout of 
subdivision lots, streets, and pedestrian ways shall promote multiple paths of travel to get 
to destinations within and between neighborhoods by foot and bicycle, as well as auto. 
 
 The interconnection of new and existing streets is further subject to the following 
provisions to minimize and mitigate through-traffic in residential neighborhoods: 
 

(a)  Where a determination is made that a proposed street connection will 
result in substantial increases in traffic volume and speed on the effected 
public streets, the Planning Board may require appropriate traffic calming 
solutions as set forth in the traffic calming ordinance. (Section 28-250)  
The Department of Public Works (DPW) may by regulation and 
amendment to the Technical and Design Standards establish standards for 
determining what is a "substantial increase in traffic volume and speed"; 
and, 

 
(b)  In any circumstance where a street connection is allowed, the Planning 

Board may condition subdivision approval to require the developer to 
monitor future traffic patterns to determine whether, using existing traffic 
calming standards, new or additional traffic calming measures should be 



    

employed.   The extent and design of traffic calming shall be determined 
by the DPW to mitigate the post development impact of connecting new 
and existing streets.   

 
In  cases where post development monitoring shows that increased traffic 
volume and speed is such that further traffic calming would be insufficient 
to mitigate traffic negative impacts of through-traffic, the DPW may 
require that the connection be modified to exclude regular vehicular 
traffic, while retaining bicycle, pedestrian, and where needed, emergency 
vehicle connections.  The DPW shall develop typical standards and 
specifications for bicycle, pedestrian, and emergency vehicle connections 
and/or turnarounds.  

 
(c)  Where a determination is made by the DPW that a proposed street 

connection will result in substantial increases in traffic volume and speed 
on the affected public streets, the Planning Board may disallow a proposed 
street connection for vehicular purposes in favor of a connection for 
non-vehicular purposes in situations where a proposed residential street 
connection meets all of the following criteria:   

 
(i)  the new street would  result in the connection of two arterials; and, 
 
(ii)  the street would be located in a neighborhood where there  is no 

existing  public through-street network connecting the same 
arterials; and  

 
(iii)  there is no likelihood that other public street connections will be 

developed in the future that would connect the arterials, whether 
because of topography limitations, existing development patterns, 
or other similar reason. 

 
In circumstances where vehicular connections are disallowed per section 
(c) above, the Planning Board shall require that adequate right-of-way is 
reserved to permit the extension of the street for pedestrian, bicycle, 
emergency use, and potential vehicle connections as may develop in the 
future. 
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