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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE III, ZONING: 
DIVISION 12. B-3, B-3b AND B-3c DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ZONES 

§§14-217, 218, 220 
 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE 
IN THE CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. That Chapter 14 of the Land Use Code, §14-217 (Permitted uses), be amended as 

follows: 
 

Sec. 14-217. Permitted uses. 
 

(a) The following uses are permitted in the B-3 and B-3b     
 zones: 

 
 . . . . 

 
(2) Business: 
 
 . . . . 

 
p. Parking garages and surface parking  lots; 
 

2. That Chapter 14 of the Land Use Code, §14-218 (Conditional uses), be amended as 
follows: 

 
Sec. 14-218. Conditional uses. 
 
. . . . 

  
(b) The following uses are permitted as provided in section 14-474 (conditional uses), 

provided that, notwithstanding section 14-474(a) or any other provision of this 
Code, the Planning Board shall be substituted for the board of appeals as the 
reviewing authority: 

 



 . . . . 
 

(5) Surface parking provided that: 
 

a.  In the case of lot undergoing minor site plan review, no new  surface 
parking spaces, parking aisles, or vehicle lanes shall be allowed within 
thirty-five (35) feet of any street, except for  driveway(s) located 
perpendicular to the street and providing access to the site;  

 
b. In the case of a lot undergoing major site plan review, no new or existing 

surface parking spaces, parking aisles, or vehicle lanes shall be allowed 
within thirty-five (35) feet of any street, except for  driveway(s) located 
perpendicular to the street and providing access to the site; and 

 
c. No surface parking spaces shall be encumbered by lease or other     
      use commitment exceeding twenty-four (24) month term. 

 
 

3. That Chapter 14 of the Land Use Code, §14-220 (Dimensional requirements), be 
amended as follows: 
 
Sec. 14-220. Dimensional requirements. 

 
(h) Minimum building height: No new construction of any building shall be less than 

thirty-five (35) feet in height within fifty (50) feet of any street frontage, except 
for parking attendant booths or bank remote teller facilities. 

  
 No new construction of any building shall be less than thirty-five (35) feet in 

height within fifty (50) feet of any street frontage, except that this provision shall 
not apply to: 

 
1. Accessory building components and structures such as truck loading docks 

covered parking, mechanical equipment enclosures and refrigeration units. 
 
2. Information kiosks and ticketing booths. 
 
3. Public transportation facilities of less than 10,000 square feet, or additions 

of less than 5000 square feet to existing public transportation facilities 
provided that the cumulative additions as of (date of adoption) do not 
exceed 10,000 square feet. 

 
4. Additions to buildings existing as of (date of adoption) provided that the 

cumulative additions since (date of adoption) do not exceed ten percent 
(10%) of the building footprint on (date of adoption), except building 
additions on those portions of the lot located closer to the street line than 



the building footprint existing as of (date of adoption) shall not be included 
in this 10% limitation. 

 
5. Utility substations, including sewage collection and pumping stations, 

water pumping stations, transformer stations, telephone electronic 
equipment enclosures and other similar structures. 

 
6. Additions to and/or relocation of designated historic structures or 

structures determined by the historic preservation committee to be eligible 
for such designation. 

 
7. Parking attendant booths or bank remote teller facilities. 

 
8. Structures accessory to parks and plazas. 

 
9. Buildings or building additions of less than 2,500 square feet footprint, on 

lots or available building sites of less than 3,000 square feet.  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that Section 14-218(b)(5), subparagraphs a-d shall apply to all 
applications filed on or after February 13, 2007. 
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