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AMENDMENT TO CITY CODE 
CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE III. ZONING. DIVISION 6 

 R-5 RESIDENTIAL ZONE 
§§14-118 Conditional uses. 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
That Chapter 14 (Land Use), Art. III (Zoning), Division 6 
(R-5, Conditional Uses), Section 14-118 (a) and (g) are 
hereby amended to read as follows:
 
Sec. 14-118. Conditional uses. 
 

The following uses shall be permitted only upon the issuance of a conditional use 
permit, subject to the provisions of section 14-474 (conditional uses) and any special 
provisions, standards or requirements specified below: 
 

(b) Institutional: Any of the following conditional uses provided that, 
notwithstanding section 14-474(a) (conditional uses) of this article, or any 
other provision of this Code, the Planning Board shall be substituted for 
the board of appeals as the reviewing authority: 

 
... 

 
7. College, university, trade school. 

 
Such uses shall be subject to the following conditions and standards in 
addition to the provisions of section 14-474: 

 
a. In the case of expansion of existing such uses onto land 

other than the lot on which the principal use is located, it 
shall be demonstrated that the proposed use cannot 
reasonably be accommodated on the existing site through 
more efficient utilization of land or buildings, and will not 
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cause significant physical encroachment into established 
residential areas; and 

 
b. The proposed use will not cause significant displacement or 

conversion of residential uses existing as of June 1, 1983, 
or thereafter; and 

 
c. In the case of a use or use expansion which constitutes a 

combination of the above-listed uses with capacity for 
concurrent operations, the applicable minimum lot sizes 
shall be cumulative. 

 
d. A college, university or trade school may build principal 

structures to a height of fifty five (55) feet, not including 
the USM Overlay Zone, if the following standards can be 
met: 

 
(i)    Lot size:  10 acres which may include adjacent 
land owned by the institution on both sides of a 
public street. 
 
(ii)    Minimum setback between buildings on-site: 
20 feet.  
 
(iii)    Minimum setback from external property 
boundary: 30 feet, except that parking garages over 
35 feet in height must be located 50 feet from 
external property boundaries when adjacent to an 
adjoining residential use. 
 
(iv)   The area between the structure and adjoining 
residential uses must be adequately screened with 
appropriate landscaping or other features to buffer 
the building and effects thereof (i.e. noise, light, etc) 
from abutting properties.  
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