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RESOLUTION ENDORSING MUNICIPAL CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
 
WHEREAS, scientific consensus has developed that carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases 
released into the atmosphere have a profound effect on the Earth’s climate; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2007 Fourth Assessment Report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) states that it is very likely that most of the observed increases in globally averaged 
temperatures since the mid-20th century are due to human-induced greenhouse gas emissions; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2006, then Mayor James Cohen became the first mayor in Maine to endorse the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors’ Climate Action Plan which committed the City to meet certain climate targets 
tied to the Kyoto Protocols; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2005, then Mayor Jill Duson became the first mayor in Maine to sign onto the 
Governor’s Carbon Challenge which committed the City of Portland to reduce CO2 emissions from its 
municipal operations to 90% of 1990 levels by 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, energy consumption, specifically the burning of fossil fuels, accounts for more than 80% 
of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Portland’s municipal operations resulted in the emission of 41,000 tons of CO2 in 2005; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the high cost of fuel has significant impacts on the municipal budget, and greater 
efficiencies can reduce these costs for the benefit of local taxpayers and the economy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Portland is a participant in several climate change initiatives including the 
Cities for Climate Protection® Campaign sponsored by ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 
and Clean Air Cool Planet’s Partner Cities Program; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council endorses the Municipal 
Climate Action Plan developed by the Municipal Climate Change Working Group and directs staff to 
begin implementing the recommendations contained therein and to provide a quarterly report on 
progress to the Council through the Energy and Environmental Sustainability Committee; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council directs the City Manager to take the 
steps necessary to install comprehensive energy efficiency upgrades in City owned buildings through 
the use of a performance based contract with an energy service company and to provide regular 
updates on the progress of this initiative to Council through the Energy and Environmental 
Sustainability Committee. 
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