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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
 CHAPTER 4. AMUSEMENTS   

ARTICLE III. MUSIC, DANCING AND SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT 
DIVISION 2. LICENSE  

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE 
IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. That section 4-57 of the Portland City Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

 
Sec. 4-57. Conditions; sound and noise limitation. 
 
 Any other provision of this Code notwithstanding, a 
licensee shall not allow the licensed activity or any other 
activities on the licensed premises to generate sound or noise 
that exceeds ninety-two (92) decibels, A-weighted, averaged over 
one (1) minute, when measured eight feet (8’) from the means of 
egress located nearest to the noise source, or eight feet (8’) 
from the noise source if it is generated outdoors. 
 
 The city council may impose conditions for protecting the 
public health, safety and welfare on any entertainment license 
it issues. 
 

2. That Section 4-57.1 of the Portland City Code is hereby 
enacted to read as follows: 

 
Sec. 4-57.1. Sound oversight committee. 
 

(a) There shall be a sound oversight committee of four (4) 
members appointed by the city council. One (1) member shall be a 
city employee nominated by the city manager; one (1) member 
shall be a police officer nominated by the police chief; one (1) 
member shall be a Portland resident nominated by Portland’s 
Downtown District Board; and one (1) member shall be an 
entertainment licensee nominated by the Nightlife Oversight 
Committee.  The police officer shall be the chair of the sound 
oversight committee and shall be a non-voting member, except 
that the police officer shall cast the tie-breaking vote in the 



event of a tie.   
 

(b) The sound oversight committee shall meet with new 
entertainment license applicants when the license application is 
referred to the team either by the city council or by the 
Nightlife Oversight Committee. The sound oversight committee 
shall make recommendations to the applicant regarding actions it 
can take to mitigate noise and shall make any recommendations 
regarding noise mitigation it deems necessary to the city 
council for consideration. 

 
(c) Whenever the police receive two (2) or more verified 

noise complaints from two (2) separate individuals in any seven 
(7) day period or five (5) or more verified noise complaints in 
any thirty (30) day period regarding a particular entertainment 
licensed establishment, the police department shall notify the 
licensee of the complaints received. The notice shall require 
the licensee to meet with the sound oversight committee within 
five (5) business days from the date of the written 
notification, or such other time as is agreed upon by the sound 
oversight committee, to identify ways in which the noise 
problems which have been identified can be mitigated.  The sound 
oversight committee shall notify the complainants of the date 
and time of the meeting. 
 
The licensee shall agree to take effective measures to address 
the noise issues as recommended by the sound oversight 
committee, which measures shall be memorialized in a written 
agreement at the conclusion of the meeting with the sound 
oversight committee and shall be implemented within one (1) week 
of said meeting unless another date is agreed upon by the sound 
oversight committee. Failure to implement the plan in a timely 
fashion or to comply with all recommendations in the plan will 
result in a recommendation by the sound oversight committee to 
the city council to place conditions on or revoke the 
establishment’s entertainment license. 
 
If the police receive two (2) or more verified noise complaints 
from two (2) separate individuals in any seven (7) day period or 
five (5) or more verified noise complaints in any thirty (30) 
day period regarding the same licensed establishment on a 
subsequent occasion, then the sound oversight committee is under 
no obligation to meet with the licensee but may make 
recommendations to the city council to place conditions on or 
revoke the entertainment license. 
 

  d) The sound oversight committee may also meet with 



liquor license applicants upon referral by the city council or 
the Nightlife Oversight Committee and may recommend noise 
mitigation measures to liquor licensees upon referral by the 
Portland Police Department or the city council.  
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