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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EXISTING STATE PROCESS 
FOR SECESSION 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Portland has a number of island neighborhoods that have been part of 
the City for over 220 years; and 
 
WHEREAS, some of the current residents on Peaks Island support the secession of that island 
from the City of Portland; and 
 
WHEREAS, those residents of Peaks who favor secession had a bill submitted to the 125th 
Maine Legislature by a non-Portland legislator that would allow the island to secede without 
following the existing state statutory process set out in 30-A M.R.S.A. Chapter 113; and 
 
WHEREAS, the existing state statutory process was created by the Maine Legislature in 1995 
following a number of secession efforts by parts of municipalities throughout the state; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the purpose of the existing process is to make certain that everyone in a 
municipality has accurate facts about the impact of secession and a clear understanding of the 
unresolvable issues that support it; and 
 
WHEREAS, to effect that purpose the existing process has a number of carefully crafted 
procedural steps that must be followed at the local level before a bill can be considered by the 
Maine Legislature; and 
 
WHEREAS, that process includes a formal petition requirement, a public hearing within the 
proposed secession territory, an initial vote on the issue of whether secession should take place, a 
subsequent vote by the municipality’s legislative body and mediation designed to resolve 
existing differences so that secession does not take place; and  
 
WHEREAS, this process has been followed successfully within the past 2 years by Chebeague 
Island; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the existing process further requires that, in addition to following the procedural 
steps at the local level, before the Legislature takes up and considers any secession legislation, 
the Legislature itself be provided with a detailed report of the facts and issues that the proponents 
claim support secession; and 
 
WHEREAS, the last secession effort by some Peaks Island residents was based on facts and 
issues that are now over 5 years old; and 



WHEREAS the City Council is not opposed at this time to secession so long as the final 
decision comes at the end of the existing process; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we the undersigned members of the Portland 
City Council hereby oppose any secession effort in Portland or any other municipality that does 
not follow the current statutory process created in 1995 this most important governmental issue 
and respectfully request the members of the 125th Maine Legislature to require those who favor 
secession to follow the current process before the Legislature considers or acts on legislation that 
could result in secession. 
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