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RESOLUTION DECLARING MARCH 31, 2011 CESAR CHAVEZ DAY 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Estrada Chavez served on the frontlines in the battle for social 
justice, dignity and higher standards of living conditions for all working Americans, 
placing him in the pantheon of America’s greatest moral leaders; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez believed that all working people, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, gender, or nationality have the right to fair wages and a safe working 
environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez, with a formal elementary education, surrounded himself 
with books, and had a passion for knowledge as a vehicle to transform lives and stamp 
out ignorance, poverty and disease; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez, at considerable risk to his safety and well being and the 
financial security of his family, mobilized led the organization of what became the United 
Farm Workers of America; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez employed faith-based tactics of nonviolence, dignity, 
forbearance and marathon fasting as he led his fellow farm workers on a crusade for 
better working conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS, no price was too costly, no burden too onerous, no personal sacrifice too 
great for Cesar Chavez, as evidenced by the numerous times he was imprisoned for 
daring to stand up to grape and lettuce growers and the fact that he never made more than 
$5,000 a year in his entire career; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez’s commoner lifestyle, selflessness and unwavering belief that 
all humans should leave the world a better place than they found it makes him a model of 
nobility for all children; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez strove for ideals that prompted the late Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy to call Chavez “one of the heroic figures of our time,” and moved President Bill 
Clinton in 1994 to posthumously present Chavez with the Presidential Medal of Freedom;  
 
NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council declare March 31, 2011, 
Cesar Chavez Day and urge all Portland residents to use this day as an opportunity to 
teach each other about the struggles and ultimate triumph of this genuine American hero. 
 
 




