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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
 CHAPTER 9, ARTICLE III (INITIATION AND REFERENDUM) 
 RE:  TIME OF ELECTION 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Section 9-39 (Time of election) of the Portland 
City Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-39. Time of election. 
 

At the first regular council meeting held after the 
public hearing, the city council shall submit the question 
to the voters of the city at the next regular federal, 
state or municipal election which is set a time for the 
holding of a special election at which the ordinance shall 
be submitted to the voters of the city, which special 
election shall be held not less than sixty (60) ninety (90) 
nor more than one hundred fifty (150) calendar days after 
such council meeting; provided however that such election 
shall not include a special municipal election which adopts 
the municipal school budget. that, if the next regularly 
scheduled election falls within no less than sixty (60) and 
no more than one hundred eighty (180) calendar days of such 
council meeting, no special election shall be called, but 
the question shall be submitted at the regular election. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the time period before 
the next election would exceed sixty (60) days in the case 
of a people’s veto petition, the council may, in its 
discretion, schedule a special election on the issue. 
(Code 1968, § 102.4; Ord. No. 262-91, 3-4-91) 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

This amends the City’s Initiative and People’s Veto 
ordinance by deleting the requirement that a special 
election be held on a petition if there is no regular 
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election scheduled within 150 days of a hearing on a 
verified petition.  Instead, verified petitions questions on 
either a citizen initiative or a people’s veto would be 
submitted at the next regular federal, state or municipal 
election, usually in either November and June, excepting out 
the school budget election.  Notwithstanding,It also allows 
the council can, in its discretion,to hold a special 
election on a citizen initiative or a people’s veto petition 
which suspends an ordinance previously passed by the 
council, but is not required to do so if there is no regular 
election within 60 days of the hearing on the petition.      


