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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CONTINUATION OF  

 THE MERRILL AUDITORIUM RENOVATION SURCHARGE 

WHEREAS, in 1995, the City Council established an Auditorium Renovation Surcharge 
of $2.00 per ticket sold for Merrill Auditorium events; and 

WHEREAS, the revenue stream from the ticket surcharge was pledged to the repayment 
of a $2,300,000 loan which was the final funding source required to complete the Merrill 
Auditorium renovation; and 

WHEREAS, the loan which was due to be paid off by January 2015, will be paid off 
during the current fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, Merrill Auditorium is home to the Kotzschmar Organ which was given to 
the City in 1912 by Cyrus H.K. Curtis and is approaching its 100th birthday; and 

WHEREAS, the Kotzschmar Organ is in need of a $2,500,000 restoration; and 

WHEREAS, the Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ is committed to securing at least 
$1,250,000 through private fund-raising efforts; and 

WHEREAS, Merrill Auditorium has a number of other capital needs;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council supports the 
continuation of the Merrill Auditorium Surcharge of $2.00 per ticket sold for Merrill 
Auditorium events to fund ongoing capital improvements at the Auditorium. 

 
 


