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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SAME-DAY VOTER REGISTRATION AND
EFFORT TO REINSTATE THIS RIGHT ON ELECTION DAY

WHEREAS, in 1973, the Maine State Legislature established the right for Maine voters
to register at the polls on Election Day; and

WHEREAS, Maine has the third-highest voter turn-out in the country; and
WHEREAS, the right to vote is fundamental to our democracy; and

WHEREAS, 4,333 voters registered on election day in 2008 in the City of Portland and
2,648 voters registered on election day in 2010 in the City of Portland; and

WHEREAS, one half of the same-day voter registrations in Portland in 2008 and 85% of
same-day voter registrations in Portland in 2010 were by voters who moved to a new
address within the City; and

WHEREAS, on June 9, 2011 the Maine State Legislature passed LD 1376, “An Act to
Preserve the Integrity of the Voter Registration and Election Process;” and

WHEREAS, LD 1376 repealed the right of Maine voters to register to vote on election
day, if in person, and no later than the 21% day before election day, if by mail or by a
third person;

WHEREAS, eliminating the right of Maine voters to register to vote on election day will
make it more difficult for some otherwise eligible voters to exercise their right to vote,
particularly young, low-income and elderly voters; and

WHEREAS, on Election Day, November 8, 2011, Maine voters will be asked whether or
not they wish to repeal LD 1376 and reinstate same-day voter registration;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council supports
same-day voter registration and encourages City of Portland voters to vote yes on
Question One this Election Day in order to reinstate the right of Maine residents to
register to vote on Election Day.



