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Order 144-13/14 

Passage:  8-0 on 2/24/2014 (Leeman absent)     Effective 3/26/2014 
 

 

AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 9 (ELECTIONS) 

ARTICLE I (IN GENERAL) 

SECTION 9-1 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 

MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. That Chapter 9, Article I of the Portland City Code is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 

 

Sec. 9-1. Council districts. 

 

 (a) Map included. The districts and precincts of the City 

for all elections of the City shall be as shown on the map dated 

January 29, 2014, on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 

 (b) Narrative description of districts.  The districts 

shown on the map as enacted by this section are further 

described below. Any reference to Census Tracts, Block Groups, 

and/or Blocks refers to Census 2010 defined areas.  The 

descriptions are as follows: 

 

 District 1. Beginning at the center of the mouth of Back 

Cove at the centerline of Tukey’s Bridge and I-295; thence 

easterly, southeasterly, and then southerly along the northerly 

and easterly edges of Census Tracts 1, 2, and 3, around the 

northeasterly end of the Portland Peninsula, until it intersects 

with the Portland/South Portland boundary near the mouth of the 

Fore River in Portland Harbor, said point being southerly of 

Fish Point and northwesterly of Bug Light; thence following the 

Portland/South Portland boundary southwesterly to the centerline 

of Casco Bay Bridge; thence northwesterly along the centerline 

of the Casco Bay Bridge to a point directly above the shoreline 

of Portland Harbor; thence northeasterly along the shore of 
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Portland Harbor and the southeasterly edge of the piers, 

bulkheads, and wharfs to Hobson’s Wharf; thence northwesterly 

along the street on Hobson’s Wharf to Commercial Street; thence 

southwesterly along the centerline of Commercial Street until it 

intersects the centerline of High Street; thence northwesterly 

along the centerline of High Street to the centerline of Park 

Avenue; thence northwesterly along the centerline of the 

extension of High Street, that passes through Deering Oaks, to 

the centerline of Forest Avenue; thence northwesterly along the 

centerline of Forest Avenue to the centerline of Dartmouth 

Street; thence northeasterly along the centerline of Dartmouth 

Street to the centerline of Baxter Boulevard; thence easterly 

along the centerline of Baxter Boulevard to a point on said 

centerline that is northerly of Forest Park and is on the 

easterly edge of Census Block 003, of Census Tract 15, Block 

Group 1; thence northerly to Back Cove along the easterly edge 

of Census Block 003, of Census Tract 15, Block Group 1; thence 

westerly and northwesterly along Back Cove which is also the 

northeasterly edge of Census Block 003, of Census Tract 15, 

Block Group 1 to a point along Back Cove, that is easterly o the 

intersection of Belmont Street and Baxter Boulevard; thence 

northeasterly along the boundary between Census Tract 15 and 18 

to a point in Back Cove; thence southeasterly following the 

boundary between Census Tract 15 and 18 to a point in Back Cover 

where the boundaries of Census Tracts 15, 18, and 5 intersect; 

thence northeasterly along the boundary between Census Tract 18 

and 5 to a point in Back Cover where the boundaries of Census 

Tracts 23, 18, and 5 intersect; thence continuing northeasterly 

along the boundary between Census Tracts 23 and 5 to the 

centerline of I-295 on Tukey’s Bridge; thence southerly along 

the centerline of I-295 to the point of beginning.  In addition 

to this area, District 1 includes all islands within the City 

limits. 

 

 District 2. Beginning at the intersection of the Casco 

Bay Bridge and the boundary between Portland and South Portland; 

thence following the Portland/South Portland boundary 

southwesterly, westerly, northwesterly along the Fore River 

until said Portland/South Portland boundary intersects a 

projection of Danforth Street’s centerline to the southwest of 

the intersection of Danforth Street and West Commercial Street; 

thence following said projection of Danforth Street and the 

centerline of Danforth Street itself in a northeasterly 

direction to where the centerline of Danforth Street cross the 

railroad tracks of Portland Terminal Company, said intersection 

also being at the boundary between Census Tracts 3 and 13; 

thence northerly along the westerly edge of Census Tract 13 and 
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the Portland Terminal Company’s railroad tracks to a point, just 

north of the Congress Street grade crossing with the Portland 

Terminal Company’s tracks, where the Union Branch tracks diverge 

from the mainline tracks, said point is southerly of Park Avenue 

and westerly of Saint John Street; thence along the 

northwesterly edge of Census Tract 13 and along the railroad 

tracks of the Union Branch to the centerline of Deering Avenue; 

thence northwesterly along the centerline of Deering Avenue to 

the intersection of Dartmouth St. centerline of Brighton Avenue; 

thence northwesterly along the centerline of Brighton Avenue to 

the centerline of Dartmouth Street; Thence northeasterly along 

the centerline of Dartmouth Street to the centerline of Forest 

Avenue; thence southwesterly along the centerline of Forest 

Avenue to its intersection with the centerline of the extension 

of High Street, that passes through Deering Oaks; thence 

southeasterly along the centerline of said extension of High 

Street, to the intersection of High Street and Park Avenue; 

thence southeasterly along the centerline of High Street to the 

centerline of Commercial Street; thence northeasterly along the 

centerline of Commercial Street to its intersection with the 

street on Hobson’s Wharf; thence southeasterly along the street 

on Hobson’s Wharf to the end of said wharf; thence southeasterly 

along the piers, wharfs, bulkheads, and shore of Portland 

Harbor, such that the piers, wharfs, and bulkheads in their 

entirety will be contained in District 2, to the Casco Bay 

Bridge; thence along the centerline of the Casco Bay Bridge to 

the Portland/South Portland boundary and the point of beginning. 

 

 District 3. Beginning on the Portland/South Portland 

boundary where it would intersect a projection of Danforth 

Street’s centerline if projected southwesterly of the 

intersection of Danforth Street and West Commercial Street; 

thence northwesterly and westerly along the Portland/South 

Portland boundary, in the Fore River, to the centerline of I-295 

as it crosses the Fore River; thence westerly along the 

Portland/South Portland boundary to the point where the 

Portland/South Portland and the Portland/Westbrook boundaries 

meet; thence northerly along the Portland/Westbrook boundary to 

where said town line intersects the Boston and Maine Railroad’s 

location, this point of intersection is westerly of Riverside 

Street, southerly of Warren Avenue, and northerly of Larrabee 

Road; thence easterly along the Boston and Maine Railroad’s 

location to where it crosses Capisic Brook; thence westerly and 

southerly along the Capisic Brook to where it intersects the 

boundary between Census Tracts 21.02 and 20.01, said boundary is 

a line running parallel with Birchwood Drive in a northwesterly 

to southeasterly orientation and lies southerly of the homes on 
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the southerly side of Birchwood Drive; thence southeasterly, 

then northerly, and southeasterly again along the boundary 

between Census Tracts 21.02 and 20.01, and northerly of Penwood 

Drive and Woodvale Street, to a point on said Census Tract 

boundary and the southerly boundary of Evergreen Cemetery; 

thence southeasterly along the southerly boundary of Evergreen 

Cemetery as it runs north of the homes on the northerly side of 

Ludlow Street, said line is also the boundary between Census 

Tracts 21.02 and 20.01, to the point where this course 

intersects the boundary of Evergreen Cemetery that lies westerly 

of and roughly parallel to Hamblet Avenue; thence southwesterly 

southeasterly along Wayside Rd. to Brighton Avenue. to the 

centerline of Ludlow Street; thence northwesterly along the 

centerline of Ludlow Street to the centerline of Sonnet Lane; 

thence southwesterly along the centerline of Sonnet Lane to the 

centerline of Four Winds Road; thence southeasterly and then 

southwesterly along the centerline of Four Winds Road to the 

centerline of Dennett Street; thence southwesterly along the 

centerline of Dennett Street to Capisic Brook; thence 

southeasterly along Capisic Brook to the centerline of Brighton 

Avenue Thence southeasterly along the centerline of Brighton 

Avenue to the centerline of Columbia Road; thence northeasterly 

along the centerline of Columbia Road to the centerline of 

Ludlow Street; thence southeasterly and then northeasterly along 

the centerline of Ludlow Street to the centerline of Stevens 

Avenue; thence southerly along the centerline of Stevens Avenue 

to the centerline of Woodford Street; thence easterly along the 

centerline of Woodford Street to the centerline of Clifton 

Street; thence northeasterly along the centerline of Clifton 

Street to the centerline of Vannah Avenue; thence easterly along 

the centerline of Vannah Avenue to the centerline of Baxter 

Boulevard; thence southerly along the centerline of Baxter 

Boulevard to the intersection of the centerlines of Baxter 

Boulevard and Belmont Street; thence easterly along the boundary 

of Census Tracts 15 and 18 to a point on the shore of Back Cove; 

thence southeasterly along the shore of Back Cove, which is also 

the easterly edge of Census Block 003, of Census Tract 15, Block 

Group 1, to a point that is northerly of Forest Park and is on 

the easterly edge of Census Block 003, of Census Tract 15, Block 

Group 1 at the shore of Back Cove; thence southerly to the 

centerline of Baxter Boulevard and along the easterly edge of 

Census Block 003, of Census Tract 15, Block Group 1; thence 

westerly along the centerline of Baxter Boulevard to the 

centerline of Dartmouth Street; thence southwesterly along the 

centerline of Dartmouth Street to the centerline of Deering 

Avenue Brighton Avenue; thence southeasterly along the 

centerline of Brighton Avenue to the centerline of Deering 
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Avenue; thence southeasterly along the centerline of Deering 

Avenue to the railroad tracks of the Union Branch at the 

northerly edge of Census Tract 13; thence southwesterly along 

the railroad tracks of the Union Branch and the northwesterly 

edge of Census Tract 13 to a point, just north of the Congress 

Street grade crossing with the Portland Terminal Company’s 

tracks, where the Union Branch tracks diverge from the mainline 

tracks, said point is southerly of Park Avenue and westerly of 

Saint John Street; thence southerly along the westerly edge of 

Census Tract 13 and the Portland Terminal Company’s railroad 

tracks to a point where the centerline of Danforth Street cross 

the railroad tracks of Portland Terminal Company, said 

intersection also being at the boundary between Census Tracts 3 

and 13 and said point is southeasterly of the easterly end of 

Veterans Memorial Bridge; thence southwesterly along the 

centerline of Danforth Street and a projection of Danforth 

Street’s centerline to the Portland/South Portland boundary and 

the point of beginning. 

 

 District 4.  Beginning at the intersection of the 

centerlines of Lawn Avenue and Woodford Street; thence easterly 

along the centerline of Woodford Street to the centerline of 

Clifton Street; thence northeasterly along the centerline of 

Clifton Street to the centerline of Vannah Avenue; thence 

easterly along the centerline of Vannah Avenue to the centerline 

of Baxter Boulevard; thence southerly along the centerline of 

Baxter Boulevard to the intersection of the centerlines of 

Baxter Boulevard and Belmont Street; thence easterly along the 

boundary of Census Tracts 15 and 18 to a point on the shore of 

Back Cove; thence northeasterly along the boundary between 

Census Tract 15 and 18 to a point in Back Cove; thence 

southeasterly following the boundary between Census Tract 15 and 

18 to a point in Back Cove where the boundaries of Census Tracts 

15, 18, and 5 intersect; thence northeasterly along the boundary 

between Census Tract 18 and 5 to a point in Back Cover where the 

boundaries of Census Tracts 23, 18, and 5 intersect; thence 

continuing northeasterly along the boundary between Census 

Tracts 23 and 5 to the centerline of I-295 on Tukey’s Bridge; 

thence northerly to a point at the northerly shoreline at the 

mouth of Back Cove; then easterly and northeasterly along the 

shoreline of Casco Bay, between the mouth of Back Cove and the 

mouth of the Presumpscot River, to the Portland/Falmouth 

boundary at the Presumpscot River and the Route 1 Bridge at 

Martins Point; thence northwesterly by the Falmouth/Portland 

boundary and the Presumpscot River to a point easterly of the 

intersection of Interstate 295 and the Portland/Falmouth 

boundary; then westerly along the Portland/Falmouth boundary, 
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crossing Interstate 295, and continuing in a generally westerly 

direction by the Portland/Falmouth boundary until said town 

boundary intersects the centerline of Allen Avenue; thence 

southwesterly along the centerline of Allen Avenue to the 

centerline of Forest Avenue; thence southerly along the 

centerline of Forest Avenue to the centerline of Stevens Avenue; 

thence southerly along the centerline of Stevens Avenue to the 

centerline of Pleasant Avenue; thence easterly along the 

centerline of Pleasant Avenue to the centerline of Lawn Avenue; 

thence southerly along the centerline of Lawn Avenue to the 

point of beginning. 

 

 District 5.  Beginning at the intersection of the 

centerlines of Lawn Avenue and Woodford Street; thence northerly 

along the centerline of Lawn Avenue to the centerline of 

Pleasant Avenue; thence westerly along the centerline of 

Pleasant Avenue to the centerline of Stevens Avenue; thence 

northerly along the centerline of Stevens Avenue to the 

centerline of Forest Avenue; thence northerly along the 

centerline of Forest Avenue to the centerline of Allen Avenue; 

thence northeasterly along the centerline of Allen Avenue to the 

Portland/Falmouth boundary; thence northwesterly and then 

northeasterly along the Portland/Falmouth boundary to the 

Presumpscot River; thence along the Portland/Falmouth boundary 

and the Presumpscot River to the Falmouth Spur of the Maine 

Turnpike; thence southwesterly along the Falmouth Spur of the 

Maine Turnpike to a point where the Portland/Falmouth boundary 

changes direction and heads northwesterly across the Falmouth 

Spur of the Maine Turnpike, this point being northerly of Alice 

Court; thence southwesterly along the Portland/Falmouth 

boundary, again crossing the Falmouth Spur of the Maine 

Turnpike, to a point on the Portland/Falmouth boundary where 

said town line boundary turns northwesterly; thence 

northwesterly along the Portland/Falmouth boundary to the 

Portland/Falmouth Boundary along the Presumpscot River; thence 

southwesterly along the Portland/Falmouth boundary and the 

Presumpscot River to the point where the Portland/Falmouth 

boundary intersects the Portland/Westbrook boundary along the 

Presumpscot River; thence continuing southwesterly along the 

Portland/Westbrook boundary and the Presumpscot River to the 

point where the Portland/Westbrook boundary along the 

Presumpscot River turns southeasterly and leaves the river; 

thence southeasterly along the Portland/Westbrook boundary to 

where said town line intersects the Boston and Maine Railroad’s 

location, this point of intersection is westerly of Riverside 

Street, southerly of Warren Avenue, and northerly of Larrabee 

Road; thence easterly along the Boston and Maine Railroad’s 
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location to where it crosses Capisic Brook; thence westerly and 

southerly along the Capisic Brook to where it intersects the 

boundary between Census Tracts 21.02 and 20.01, said boundary is 

a line running parallel with Birchwood Drive; thence 

southeasterly, then northerly, and southeasterly again along the 

boundary between Census Tracts 21.02 and 20.01, and northerly of 

Penwood Drive and Woodvale Street, to a point on said boundary 

and the southerly boundary of Evergreen Cemetery; thence 

southeasterly along the southerly boundary of Evergreen Cemetery 

as it runs north of the homes on the northerly side of Ludlow 

Street, said line is also the boundary between Census Tracts 

21.02 and 20.01, to the point where this course intersects the 

boundary of Evergreen Cemetery that lies westerly of and roughly 

parallel to Hamblet Avenue; thence southwesterly to the 

centerline of Ludlow Street; thence northeasterly northwesterly 

along the centerline of Ludlow Street to a point beyond the 

easterly side of Wayside Rd. to the intersection of Brighton 

Avenue; to the Centerline of Sonnet Lane; thence southwesterly 

along the centerline of Sonnet Lane to the centerline of Four 

Winds Road; thence southeasterly and then southwesterly along 

the centerline of Four winds Road to the centerline of Dennett 

Street; thence southwesterly along the centerline of Dennett 

Street to Capisic Brook; thence southeasterly along Capisic 

Brook to the centerline of Brighton Avenue; thence southeasterly 

along the centerline of Brighton Avenue to the centerline of 

Columbia Road; thence northeasterly along the centerline of 

Columbia Road to the centerline of Ludlow Street; thence 

southeasterly and then northeasterly along the centerline of 

Ludlow Street to the centerline of Stevens Avenue; thence 

southerly along the centerline of Stevens Avenue to the 

centerline of Woodford Street thence easterly along the 

centerline of Woodford Street to the centerline of Lawn Avenue 

and the point of beginning. 

 

(c) Conflicts between map and description. In the event of 

any conflict between the above map and the preceding 

description, the map provision shall control. 

 

. . .  
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