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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
 CHAPTER 30(VEHICLES FOR HIRE) 
 RE:  PEAKS ISLAND SERVICE 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Chapter 30 (Vehicles for Hire), Section 30-16 
(Definitions) is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Sec. 30-16. Definitions. 
 
 Terms used in this article shall have their common 
meanings except that the definitions set forth in chapter 
15 or in this section shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates that a different meaning is intended. 
 
 .  .  .  . 

  
Livery, except as provided in section 30-17A below, 

means any motor vehicle designed to carry 3 or more 
passengers behind the driver’s seat which is used for the 
transportation of passengers for hire on a prior reserved 
hourly or flat rate basis.  Livery vehicles shall not be 
available for hire on a “hail” or walk-up basis by 
passengers on the street and shall not include a limousine. 
 

Metered zone means and includes the Cities of 
Portland, other than Peaks Island, South Portland and 
Westbrook and the Towns of Cape Elizabeth, Falmouth and 
Scarborough. 
 
2. That Chapter 30 (Vehicles for Hire), Section 30-17 
(Applicability) is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Sec. 30-17. Applicability. 
 
 (a) All provisions of this Article shall apply to 
taxicabs and liveries which operate between any of the 
municipalities within the metered zone and the city, except 
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that livery vehicles shall not be required nor allowed to 
have taximeter and the provisions of section 30-21 shall 
not apply to liveries.  This article shall not apply to the 
Casco Bay Islands except as provided herein for Peaks 
Island. 
 
 (b) Limousines operating within the city or based in 
the city are exempt from the provisions of this Article. 
 
 (c) Livery operators which hold a current interstate 
operating authority from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration and the liveries covered by such interstate 
operating authority are exempt from this Article.  Failure 
to have a written prior reservation record at the time of 
pick-up, drop-off or conveyance of a passenger creates a 
rebuttable presumption that the vehicle and operator are 
required to be licensed as a taxicab under this Article.  
No livery shall operate as a taxicab nor accept passengers 
on a “hail” or walk-up basis, except as provided herein for 
a Peaks Island livery, even if such livery is covered by 
interstate operating authority or is licensed as a livery 
under this Article. 
(Ord. No. 57-04/05, 10-4-04) 
 
 
2. That Chapter 30 (Vehicles for Hire) is hereby amended 

by adding a new section 30-17A (Peaks Island Service) 
as follows: 

 
Sec. 30-17A.  Service on Peaks Island.   
 

(a) A vehicle providing transportation for hire 
services exclusively on Peaks Island must be licensed as a 
livery hereunder and driven by a licensed livery driver. 
Such vehicle and driver shall comply with all requirements 
of this ordinance, except as follows: 

 
(1) Vehicle signage shall be on both front doors of 
the vehicle, stating the company name and “Peaks Island 
Livery Only”; the vehicle shall be licensed to operate 
solely on Peaks Island;   
  
(2) The vehicle license fee shall be one-half of the 
regular license fee for a livery vehicle.  All other 
fees shall be the same;  
 
(3) The Peaks Island livery shall be available for 
hire on a “hail” or walk-up basis by passengers on the 
Island;  
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(4) Rates shall be negotiated with the passenger 
prior to provision of service, subject to a maximum 
rate not to exceed five dollars ($5.00) per passenger 
per trip, which maximum fare shall be conspicuously 
posted on the exterior of both the rear doors of the 
livery and inside the vehicle;  
 
(5) The route driven on the Island shall be at the 
reasonable discretion of the livery driver; and 
 
(5) The Peaks Island livery driver shall not be 
required to keep a log pursuant to section 30-25.   
 

 (b) Except as provided in this section, the Peaks 
Island livery and driver shall comply with all other 
requirements of this chapter. 
 
1. That Chapter 30 (Vehicles for Hire), Section 30-21 
(Taxicab fares for service is hereby amended as follows: 

 
Sec. 30-21. Taxicab fares for service. 
 
 The maximum fares for taxicabs shall be as follows: 
 

( 
(a) Within the metered zone. Except as otherwise 

provided herein, the maximum fare for taxicab service 
solely which begins or ends in the city and is within the 
metered zone, shall be one dollar and ninety cents ($1.90) 
for the first one-tenth of a mile (the “drop” rate) or a 
fraction thereof and thirty cents ($0.30) for each 
one-tenth of a mile or fraction thereof, thereafter. The 
fare shall be computed and displayed by the taximeter. No 
fare charged shall be in excess of the amount displayed by 
the taximeter. There shall be one (1) fare, divided 
equally, in the case of two (2) or more passengers who 
engage the taxicab for a trip between the same two (2) 
points. In all other cases, each passenger shall pay a 
separate fare, based upon the total taximeter rate to their 
individual destinations. 
 

(b) Outside the metered zone. If a trip begins or 
ends within the city and the other point of destination is 
outside the metered zone, the passenger and driver shall 
agree upon the fare before the trip commences; otherwise 
the passenger shall be under no obligation to pay any fare. 
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(c) Minimum jetport fare.  The minimum fare for 
pickup at the Portland International Jetport is five 
dollars ($5.00) even if the taximeter fare is less.  The 
taximeter shall be used for all such pickups. 
 

(d) Waiting time. A charge for waiting time may be 
made only for time waited at the express direction of the 
passenger after the trip has begun and for time waited 
before the trip has begun, commencing five (5) minutes 
after the time at which the passenger has requested the 
taxicab to call, or five (5) minutes after the taxicab 
actually calls, whichever is later. The charge for such 
waiting time shall be forty cents ($0.40) per minute. 
 

(e) Sight-seeing. Taxicabs may be employed for 
purposes of sight-seeing only according to a published 
route and rate which shall be provided to the passenger 
prior to commencement of the trip. 
 

(f) Bags and parcels. No charge shall be made for the 
transportation of the bags or parcels of a passenger. 
 (Code 1968, § 902.8; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 576-81, §§ 1, 
2, 4-6-81; Ord. No. 471-84, 3-7-84; Ord. No. 332-88, 4-20-88; Ord. No. 
63-89, 7-17-89; Ord. No. 303-92, 4-6-92; Ord. No. 249-97, 4-23-97; Ord. 
No. 56-04/05, 9-8-04; Ord. No. 57-04/05, 10-4-04; Ord. NO. 286-07/08, 
6-16-08) 
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