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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
 

CHAPTER 23 SECONDHAND GOODS 
ARTICLE II. PAWNBROKERS, JUNK DEALERS,  
SECONDHAND DEALERS, AND FLEA MARKETS 

SECTION 25-18 
CHAPTER 28 TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES  
ARTICLE IV. LICENSING OF TOW OPERATORS 

SECTION 28-123 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Chapter 23, Article II, Pawnbrokers, Junk 

Dealers, Secondhand Dealers and Flea Markets, Section 
25-18 of the Portland City Code is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

 
Sec. 23-18. Record keeping. 
 

(a) Pawnbrokers. Every pawnbroker, at the time of 
receiving any article pawned, pledged or received in 
exchange, or any other article or consideration, shall give 
the pawnor a statement that the pawnbroker will return the 
article at a stipulated price which shall be computed in 
accordance with the requirements of 30 M.R.S.A., Chapter 
215, Subchapter VII, and shall complete in duplicate a 
sworn statement, blanks for which shall be furnished by the 
chief of police, stating the full name, age, sex and 
address of the person with whom the transaction is being 
made, the day and hour when the transaction took place, and 
a full, accurate and detailed description including all 
distinguishing marks and numbers of each article so pawned, 
pledged or exchanged as will make its identification 
certain and plain; and the fair market value thereof and 
the price paid by the licensee; the source from which and 
the time when the pawnor, pledgor or vendor procured the 
same, and cause such statement to be signed and sworn to in 
duplicate by the person with whom such transaction has been 
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made, and before the hour of 10:00 a.m. of the next 
business day following within forty-eight (48) hours after 
the transaction shall electronically report the relevant 
information contained in the sworn statement to the chief 
of police or his or her designee.deliver or cause to be 
delivered at the office of the chief of police one (1) of 
such duplicate sworn statements to be kept on file by the 
police department, and hHe or she shall retain the other 
statement in his or her possession, which, together with 
any article therein listed, may be inspected by any officer 
of the law at any and all times. Articles purchased 
outright by pawnbrokers shall be retained on the premises 
not less than ten (10) days, unless sooner released by the 
chief of police, and no article pawned, traded or sold 
shall be altered or changed until opportunity shall have 
been given for examination of such articles by the chief of 
police. 
 

(b) Junk dealers and junk collectors. Every junk 
dealer or junk collector, upon the acquisition of any 
article described hereinbefore, shall keep a permanent 
record of such transaction which shall include a full, 
accurate and detailed description of the item with the full 
name and address of the seller together with the 
registration number of any vehicle used by the seller and 
delivery of such items and the month, day and year of the 
transaction. The relevant information in A copy of the 
record shall be delivered electronically reported to the 
chief of police or his or her designee detective bureau of 
the police department within forty-eight (48) hours seven 
(7) days thereafter, unless earlier delivered 
electronically reported to any police officer of the city 
upon request. Such dealer shall retain the other copy of 
the record which may be inspected at any and all reasonable 
times by any police officer. The article therein listed may 
also be inspected at any and all times by a police officer, 
so long as it remains in the possession of the dealer. 
 

(c) Secondhand dealers. Every secondhand dealer, upon 
acquisition of any article either by purchase or exchange, 
shall complete duplicate transaction records, blanks of 
which shall be furnished by the chief of police, stating 
the full name, address, month, date and year on which the 
transaction took place, and a full and detailed description 
of each article so purchased or exchanged, with the price 
paid therefor, and cause such record to be signed by the 
seller in person. A copy of The relevant information in the 
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record shall be delivered electronically reported to the 
chief of police or his or her designee detective bureau of 
the police department within forty-eight (48) hours seven 
(7) days thereafter, unless earlier delivered 
electronically reported to a duly authorized police officer 
of the city upon request. The secondhand dealer shall 
retain the other copy of the record in his or her 
possession for a period of not less than two (2) years, 
during which time the record may be inspected at any and 
all reasonable times by any city police officer. No article 
so purchased shall be sold or otherwise disposed of, or 
changed or altered in its appearance or otherwise, within 
ten (10) days after purchase thereof, except with the 
written consent of the chief of police or his designated 
representative. The chief of police may impose reasonable 
conditions for the grant of such consent. 
 
2. That Chapter 28, Article IV, Licensing of Tow 

Operators, Section 28-123 of the Portland City Code is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 28-123. Minimum continuous regulations. 
 

The following minimum regulations will be met on a 
continuous basis by all licensees: 

 
(d) Licensees shall maintain such records as required 

by regulations promulgated by the chief of police 
pursuant to section 28-124 and shall permit their 
inspection by the chief or his or her designee 
during normal business hours. 

 
(h) The police chief or his or her designee must be 

notified of any unclaimed vehicle by forwarding a 
copy of electronically reporting the relevant 
information from the invoice or towslip for any 
unclaimed vehicle once a week to the police chief 
or his or her designee. Said documents 
information shall be forwarded electronically 
reported by Tuesday each week and shall include 
documentation information for each vehicle in 
licensee's possession that remains unclaimed on 
the last day of the preceding week. 
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