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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 
 

CHAPTER 28 TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES  
ARTICLE V. POLICE TRAFFIC DIVISION  

SECTION 28-194 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Chapter 28, Article V, Police Traffic Division, 

Section 29-194 of the Portland City Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

 
Sec. 28-194.  Impoundment of Motor Vehicles/Operating After 

Suspension or Revocation 
 
(c) Vehicle impoundment. 
 

(1) Whenever a law enforcement officer has probable 
cause to believe that a person is operating a vehicle in 
the City of Portland: (1) while his or her operator’s 
license or driving privileges are suspended or revoked 
and that person has a prior conviction for Operating 
after Suspension in the last five years; or (2) that the 
operator has had his or her license or driving privileges 
revoked as an habitual offender pursuant to 29-A M.R.S.A. 
§ 2551, the officer may immediately arrest or summons the 
person under State law for Operating after Suspension and 
impound the vehicle under this ordinance.  A vehicle so 
impounded shall be impounded for thirty fifteen days. 

 
(2) Whenever a law enforcement officer has probable 
cause to believe that a person is operating a vehicle in 
the City of Portland while his or her operator’s license 
or driving privileges are suspended or revoked and that 
person is under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
drugs, the officer may immediately arrest the person 
under State law for Operating after Suspension and/or 
Criminal OUI and impound the vehicle under this 
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ordinance.  A vehicle so impounded shall be impounded for 
thirty fifteen days unless the vehicle is subject to 
forfeiture by the State of Maine pursuant to 29-A MRSA 
§2421. 

 
(4) The police department shall release a vehicle to 
the registered owner prior to the end of the thirty 
fifteen days impoundment under any of the following 
circumstances: 

 
(6) Upon expiration of the thirtyfifteen-day 
impoundment period, no person or entity having custody of 
a motor vehicle pursuant to the provisions of this 
section shall release the vehicle until the individual 
requesting release presents satisfactory evidence of his 
right to possession, signs a receipt therefor and pays 
all fees associated with the impoundment, including all 
costs for towing, storage and administrative fees. 

 
 

(d) Vehicles not released from impoundment.  Vehicles 
or property remaining unclaimed for 30 fifteen days after 
the date on which the impoundment period ends shall be 
disposed of in accordance with the requirements of Maine 
state law for the disposition of abandoned motor vehicles. 
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