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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING HIGH EFFICIENCY LOCAL OPTION TO MAINE 
UNIFORM BUILDING AND ENERGY CODE 

 
WHEREAS, in April 2008, Governor Baldacci signed into law PL 2008, chapter 699, An Act 
To Establish a Uniform Building and Energy Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the summer of 2001 the City of Portland’s elected officials signed a resolution 
pledging to participate in the Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) Campaign sponsored by 
ICLEI; and  
 
WHEREAS,  in 2003, Governor Baldacci signed into law P.L. 2003 Chapter 237  “An Act to 
Provide Leadership in Addressing the Threat of Climate Change” that set into law the proposed 
targets of reducing CO2 emissions to 1990 levels by 2010 and to 10% below 1990 levels by 
2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2005 Mayor Jill Duson led Portland to become the first city in Maine to sign the 
Governor’s Carbon Challenge. By doing so, the City committed to reduce its CO2 emissions to 
1990 levels by 2010 and to 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; and  
 
WHEREAS, In 2006 Mayor Jim Cohen became the first Mayor in Maine to sign onto the 
Climate Action Plan of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, which plan calls on the city to meet the 
requirements of the Kyoto Protocol; 
 
WHEREAS, buildings are responsible for 40% of energy use and 40% of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and buildings therefore represent the greatest short term opportunity for considerable 
reduction in CO2 emissions; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2005 the American Institute of Architects issued the 2030 challenge, which sets 
forth a target of 50% fossil fuel reduction and a schedule to achieve carbon neutral buildings by 
2030 (by reducing fossil fuel consumption in new buildings by 60% by 2010, 70% by 2015, 80% 
by 2020, and 90% in 2025).  The 2030 challenge is recognized as both sufficiently aggressive 
and economically and technically feasible for achieving the CO2 reductions needed to limit 
greenhouse gas emissions from the building sector; and   
 
WHEREAS, because Maine uses a disproportionate amount of energy to produce goods and 
services as compared to other New England states, and Maine cities’ energy costs significantly 
exceed the national average as measured by the cost of business index, energy efficiency is an 
imperative for economic competitiveness. 
 
WHEREAS, PL 2008, chapter 699 established the 2009 IECC as the key informing document 
for the energy provisions of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code; and 



 
WHEREAS, IECC 2009 standards do not require efficiency levels that are currently technically 
achievable and cost effective, and do not meet the goals of the 2030 challenge.  According to the 
U.S. Department of Energy, the 2009 IECC code will only achieve 15-20% greater efficiency 
then its predecessor. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Portland wishes to adopt an energy code more efficient than the 2009 
IECC in an effort to achieve the energy conservation goals established by the Governor’s Carbon 
Challenge and the Climate Action Plan of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and increase Maine’s 
and Portland’s economic competitiveness.  
 
WHEREAS, PL 2008, c. 699 established a uniform building and energy code to eliminate and 
prevent the reemergence of a “patchwork quilt” of myriad municipal building and energy codes; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Portland supports preventing the re-emergence of a “patchwork quilt” 
of myriad municipal energy codes; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Portland believes that both its goal of implementing a more efficient 
energy code as well as the state’s goal of preventing the reemergence of a “patchwork quilt” of 
myriad municipal energy codes can be met by amending the Maine Uniform Building and 
Energy Code to allow for the creation of an optional, “super-efficient” addendum to the state 
code (a so-called “stretch code”); and  
 
WHEREAS, a “stretch” code would be based on established national voluntary above-code 
efficiency standards that have shown themselves to be cost-effective in producing energy 
savings, such as the Energy Star For Homes program, the LEED program and/or the New 
Buildings Institute’s “Core Performance” program for commercial properties; and 
 
WHEREAS, a “stretch” code would be an optional addendum to the Maine Uniform Building 
and Energy Code and would be established by the Technical Building Codes and Standards 
Board following the rule-making procedures established by PL 2008, c. 699. Once approved by 
the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board, any municipality choosing to adopt the 
stretch code would have to do so by a vote of town meeting or city council.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council strongly and 
respectfully requests the Maine Legislature to amend the Maine Uniform Building and Energy 
Code to allow the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board established under PL 2008, c. 
699 to consider an alternative energy code that is significantly more efficient than the standard 
code that municipalities can adopt as a local option.  
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